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Through whom, if not by His command, is the movement of bodies ?

By what, if not by the water, does the mill revolve ?
For once in the way of wisdom look with the eye of reflection on

this abode whereof but one quarter is habitable1.                   55

In each one of the mineral, vegetable and animal kingdoms are a

thousand unseen worlds, manifest and hidden.
Beyond thy intelligence is another over-ruling Intelligence; within

thy soul is another soul concealed.
Behold the grain, which stands  shoulder to  shoulder with past

Eternity: behold the egg, which is conjoined with Eternity to

come!
Hidden yet manifest in this latter are a hundred worlds of fowls and

chickens; eternal yet temporal in thaj /ormer are a hundred

groves of fruit and branches.
How canst thou pass through the street of Truth, thou, who cornest

not forth from the mansion of Nature ?                                 60

Even as thou seest how the flow of life from this world reaches the

child's inward parts through its mother's aid,
So, if aid come not from the Supernatural to this world, by God,

this world will be ruined!
For within the narrow straits of this world God hath worlds from

the Supernatural beyond limit or computation.
Contrary to universal custom, behold a group of intelligent men

voluntarily and naturally plunging into blood2 ;
Contrary to nature, a company content with pain and grief; contrary

to nature, a party gladly enduring the cruelty of spite.           65

Behold a community renouncing the world by natural inclination ;

see a people contentedly suffering exile from their native land!
Behold a party all slain eagerly and joyfully; behold a throng all

imprisoned with alacrity and delight;
A whole series [of victims] voluntarily enduring various torments ;

a whole class by natural inclination [involved] in afflictions of

every kind;

All intoxicated and singing songs3, but not from wine; all self-
effaced and dissipated, but not from opium !

1  I.e. the world, whereof but one quarter is supposed to be capable
of sustaining human life.

2  This and the following verses refer to the readiness with which
the Bdbfs suffer martyrdom.

3  Like Sulayman Khan, for instance.   See p. 196 supra, and my
Year amongst the Persians^ p. 102.